The Ohio State University

Economics 4001.01

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Fall Semester 2017

Instructor:  Hongyu Chen




Class Time:  Tu/Th 14:20-15:40pm

E-mail address: chen.3946@osu.edu  


Class Room:  Macquigg Lab 264

Office:  Arps Hall 464

Office Phone:  Email me any time, not always in the office

Office Hours:  Th 10am-12pm

and by appointment

Textbook:  Perloff,   Microeconomics, 7th ed. Pearson, Boston, MA 2015

Access to MyEconLab is included with the purchase of the textbook at the bookstore.  Note that you can purchase MyEconLab as part of a package that includes an electronic version of the book.  Therefore, you can purchase that access directly from Pearson and do not have to purchase a hard copy of the book.  Note that MyEconLab has a twenty-one day grace period for any student that cannot afford to purchase access at the beginning of the semester. 

Course Description:  This is an intermediate level microeconomics course. This course has essentially two goals. The first is to provide you with the basic tools necessary to tackle economic problems in a systematic way, and the second is to develop basic economic intuitions that can help you understand economic puzzles or policy problems. These two goals are inherently linked: the first provides a general framework to think about the world around us and the second develops intuitions from that framework. Those of you who intend to pursue further studies in economics will require the tools developed in this class for later course work, while those of you with only a casual interest in economics will, I hope, be able to use the intuitions from this course to make more sense of the world around you.

Grading Policy:  Your grade in this class will be based upon a total of 100 points.  The points will be allocated as follows:

· Homework assignments; 20%

· Quizzes; 15%

· Midterm Exam; 30%

· Final Exam; 35%

Grades will be assigned as follows:

A  
93% and above

A-
90%-92.99%

B+
87%-89.99%

B
83%-86.99%

B-
80%-82.99%

C+
77%-79.99%

C
73%-76.99%

C-
70%-72.99%

D+
67%-69.99%

D
60%-66.99%

E
59.99% and below

Grading Policies:
· There will be homework assignment each week after the class (13 in total). Each homework constitutes 1.5% of your total score, which makes 20% in total. Homework assignments will be available at MyEconLab (through Canvas) starting from 5:00pm Tuesday after the lecture, and due by 11:59pm Sunday each week. You have two attempts for each homewor. The exact assignment date can be found in the class schedule table listed below. 

· There will also be six quizzes. Each quiz constitutes 2.5% of your total score, which makes 15% in total. They will also be taken on line at the MyEconLab website.  Like the homework assignments, they have the same available and due date as the homework.

· Your lowest homework assignments and lowest quiz score will be dropped and replaced by full score.

· Attendance is not mandatory, but is highly recommended. I will randomly check the attendance, and it accounts for extra credit
· Tests can only be made up with prior approval and under the most extreme circumstances.  In the absence of prior approval, a valid excuse and supporting evidence must be provided at the earliest possible opportunity.  

· Extra credit opportunities will be available.

· Two extra credit assignments; up to 2% total

· 80%  class response rate to SEI survey; 1%

· Class attendance 1% 

· In-class presentation 1%

Student Conduct Policy
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to handle all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  All instances of alleged academic misconduct are reported (by University By-Law) to the committee.  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct.  Examples of academic misconduct include:

1) Cheating, including, but not limited to:

a) Using open textbooks or notes or other devices during an examination.

b) Copying from another person’s paper during an examination.

c) Collaborating with another person on an assignment in a manner not authorized by the instructor.

d) Obtaining, distributing, or using the contents of an undistributed test.

e) Substituting for another student or permitting any person to substitute for oneself in an examination.

2) Plagiarism, including but not limited to:

a) Submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which has been wholly or partly created by another person.

b) Presenting as one’s own ideas, organization, or wording of another person without acknowledgement of sources.

c) Knowingly permitting one’s own work to be submitted by a student as if it were the student’s own original work.

Special Note
Violating university or course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student in regard to student classroom conduct may result in your being removed from the class rolls.
Other Policies

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated.  They should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  Students who feel that they need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the Office for Disability Service.  General information is available at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu.

The core material contained within this syllabus will either be discussed in class or assigned as required reading.

Children are not permitted in class.  Children are not to be left unattended anywhere on campus.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure proper care of their children is provided.

If you decide not to complete the course, please formally withdraw from the class.  Failure to officially withdraw will result in an “E” on your transcript and you will have foregone the opportunity to receive a refund (partial or full).

You are expected to be on time to class.  In those events when you do arrive at class late, please find a seat as quietly and unobtrusively as possible.  Do not interrupt class to hand in assignments or request materials.  An opportunity will be provided for these activities at an appropriate time.

Best Practices

The following suggestions are made so that you, the student, can get the most out of this class.

1. A general recommendation is that students should spend three hours outside of class for every hour in class.  Thus, a three hour class requires nine hours outside of class each week.

2. You should carefully read all assigned material for a class on any given day before arriving.

3. Keep paper and a pencil with you while you read the material so that you can take notes and write down any questions you may have.

4. After reading the chapter, review the chapter highlights, the chapter summary, and the key terms for the chapter.

5. Actively participate in classroom lectures and activities.

6. Go back over the material presented in class as soon as you can while it is still fresh in your mind.  Write down any questions you have so they may be answered during office hours or at the beginning of the next class.

7. If you have questions about any assignments, contact me or come in during office hours before they are due to be handed in.

8. Make a point to listen to the news on radio or television.  Find opportunities to read about the economy in newspapers or magazines.  Identify a sampling of web logs that comment on macroeconomic issues.  Bring any questions or comments you may have to class for discussion.

I look forward to working with you to make this class a positive and enriching experience.  But remember, you only get out of a class what you put into it.

Economics 4001.01

Course Schedule and Reading Guide

Fall 2017

	CLASS MEETING DATE
	TOPICS, ASSIGNMENTS, AND TESTS

	Aug 22
	INTRODUCTION, CHAPTER 1, 2

	Aug 24
	CHAPTER2,  HW1

	Aug 29
	CHAPTER 3

	Aug 31
	CHAPTER 3, HW2, QUIZ 1

	Sep 5
	CHAPTER 4

	Sep 7
	CHAPTER 4, HW3

	Sep 12
	CHAPTER 5

	Sep 14
	CHAPTER 5, HW4, QUIZ 2

	Sep 19
	CHAPTER 6

	Sep 21
	CHAPTER 6, HW5

	Sep 26
	CHAPTER 7

	Sep 28
	CHAPTER 7, HW6, QUIZ 3

	Oct 3
	CHAPTER 8

	Oct 5
	CHAPTER 8, HW7

	Oct 10
	MIDTERM EXAM

	Oct 12
	AUTUM BREAK

	Oct 17
	CHAPTER 9

	Oct 19
	CHAPTER 9, HW 8, QUIZ 4

	Oct 24
	CHAPTER 10

	Oct 26
	CHAPTER 10, HW 9

	Oct 31
	CHAPTER 11

	Nov 2
	CHAPTER 11, HW 10, QUIZ 5

	Nov 7
	CHAPTER 12

	Nov 9
	CHAPTER 12, HW 11

	Nov 14
	CHAPTER 13

	Nov 16
	CHAPTER 13, HW 12, QUIZ 6

	Nov 21
	THANKSGIVING DAY

	Nov 23
	THANKSGIVING DAY

	Nov 28
	CHAPTER 14

	Nov 30
	CHAPTER 14, HW 13

	Dec 5
	FINAL REVIEW

	
	FINAL EXAM


